Fellow residents of Craig Bay:

We are a major step forward in having an urgent care – primary care health centre for the 45000 residents of Oceanside. The Vancouver Island Health Authority (VIHA) announced June 30 that the request for proposal (RFP) from Stanford Place Holdings was accepted. Negotiations will conclude in the fall with, we expect, beginning of development of the clinic thereafter.

Fully realized the Oceanside clinic will provide low and intermediate urgent care. High level urgent care will appropriately continue to be provided at Nanaimo Regional Hospital Emergency. The clinic will enhance primary care in the region, with on site physician offices, other health practitioners and integrated VIHA support services currently variously located in the community. One can also expect radiology, medical laboratory (with point of care testing with immediate results) and pharmacy services.

The new Health Centre is not a hospital and is not meant to be. We have Nanaimo Regional Hospital for specialized high level medicine, surgery and serious emergencies. The Oceanside location will be much more convenient for   Oceanside residents and will help focus and integrate primary care and VIHA support services. 

Health services in Oceanside for years have been well known by authorities to be chronically inadequate. The problem is worsened by many tourists and by one of the most rapidly growing populations in Canada.  Craig Bay Residents Association (CBRA) is a member of the Federation of Oceanside Residents’ Association (FORA) that was formed to strongly advocate for an urgent and primary care clinic.  Many meetings have occurred with MLA Ron Cantelon, Mayor Mayne, Mayor Westbroek and RDN Chairman Stanhope, who are very supportive. 

We believe VIHA is highly motivated to provide a centre appropriate for Oceanside; we are close to reaching the goal and will remain vigilant until it is realized.

Jim Dimmick and Dick Arnold, representing CBRA

