Emergency Preparedness Check List 
Before the Event
Home Hazard Hunt

Take 20 minutes 

Walk through your home and identify potential hazards listed below.  

· Broken and flying glass is the fingerprint of an earthquake. BEWARE! Locate beds away from windows.  If considering replacing glass with safety glass or adding a protective film, ensure you have complied with the appropriate strata approval processes.

· Identify top-heavy, free-standing furniture (i.e. bookcases, china cabinets), which could topple in an earthquake. Anything over 3 feet high could be a problem. Furniture can be secured with commercially available devices.

· Identify heavy or breakable or valuable objects on high shelves or in cabinets. These can be secured or moved to lower locations.

· Identify mirrors, heavily-framed pictures, etc. which are placed over beds, couches, and chairs.  These can be relocated or re-anchored securely.

· Identify electronic equipment (i.e. stereos, televisions, computers) and appliances (i.e. microwaves), which may slide off shelves or out of cabinets. Can be secured with double-stick tape, velcro fasteners, or by providing a restraining edge on the cabinet or shelf.

· Toasters, coffee pots, etc. cannot be secured with velcro pads (heat problem).

· Identify hanging plants, especially those in heavy baskets, and hanging lights that are near windows. These can be moved to a safer location of fastened securely.

· Identify latches on kitchen, bathroom and storage cabinets that will not hold the door closed during heavy shaking. These can be secured with hooks or better latches.

· Identify appliances that could move enough to rupture gas lines or damage electrical cable.  These can be securely fastened-

· Be sure your doorway exits will not be blocked by toppled furniture.

Take 10 minutes - Walk outside your home and identify potential hazards.
· Check your roof for loose materials.  Notify your strata of any repairs that may be required.  

· Identify poisons, toxins, or solvents in breakable containers that are located in high or dangerous locations. These can be moved to a safe, well-ventilated storage area. Should be kept away from emergency water, food, heat sources and out of reach of children and pets. 

· Identify hazards that may exist outside your home such as overhead wires or stream banks that may not be stable. You may not be able to do anything about these hazards but you and your family should be aware that these hazards exist.

RELOCATE …REMOVE …RE- ANCHOR …BEWARE

Do List:

· …. Put shoes under bed

· …. Place flashlights and batteries near bed

· …. Identify hazards inside your home

· …. Find a safe place in each room of your house.

· …. Practice "DROP. COVER, HOLD" with all family members

· …. Identify hazards outside your home

· …. Prepare an emergency kit and start purchases

· …. Prepare a Grab n Go Kit and start purchases

· …. Store warm, protective clothing for each family member

· …. Consider taking a first aid course or upgrading skills

· …. Strap down your hot water tank

· ….  Know your SEAP Captain and Co-captains

